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Tlw Ittvlslbl# Govfim— nt 


Vbm authors of **rbo Xarlsiblo CkrrorBMSt**, Darld Wiao of tbs 
Btew Yogfc Horald Tribuas and Tbonas B, Sosa of ths Chicago Sim~Ti»os , 
adult that CooHiunlst subversion and espionage pose a unique threat 
to the Aaerlcan people and their govexmient. They accept the 
necessity under certain clrcunstances for secret American efforts 
to prevent Moscow and Peking from gaining c<mtrol of new territories. 
But in this work they are not directly concerned with the nature 
and extent of the Soviet and Chinese subversive apparatus. The 
real villain makes a very brief appearance on the stage and then 
vanishes. The authors profess to believe that our own government's 
secret attempts to meet the Communist challenge constitute so real 
a threat to our own freedoms and democratic processes that they 
must be exposed In as detailed and dramatic a way as possible. 

If the Soviets profit from these revelations, as they will, the 
authors apparently think that such self>lnfllcted wounds must be 
endured in their battle against excessive secrecy. 

Broadly stated, their thesis Is that the U.S. ^Intelligence 
community" with the CIA at Its heart has grown so big In men, 
money, and power that It has become an Invisible govennaent threat- 
ening the very freedoms It was designed to defend. The CIA, they 
claim, conducts its own clandeatixie foreign policy, and even the 
President, to whom the Agency Is nominally respcmtslble, hna been 
unable to control it. The State Department, both In Washington 
and in the field, la powerless to exert policy direction because 
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William L. Langer, Robert D. Murphy, and Frank Pace. These are 
able experienced men who take conscientiously their duty of 
advising the President on the workings of the Intelligence 
community, and it would ’t have taken much Journalistic Initiative 
to find this out. They iiave a right to resent being dismissed 
as "veneer." In his last public reference to the CIA at the time 
of the Diem crisis in Vietnam, President Kennedy stated, "...I 
caii find nothing, an<l I have looked through the record very 
caref\iliy over the last nine months, and I could go back xurtm r, 
to indicate that the CIA has done anything but support jollcy 
It does not create policy; it attempts to execute it ir i 
areas where it has compctoace and responsibility...! can just 
assure you flatly that the CIA has not carried out indc fc,.den« 
activities but has operated under close coiitroi of the Director 
of Central Intelligence, operating witii the cooperation of the 
Katioual Security Council and under my ins trxjc t ions ' The 

imoressioii growi.^ that Messrs . Wise and Ross are detexatined fco 
ignore or denigrate any evidence that the supervision of American 
intelligence activity is in responsible hands. 

This impression is further strengthened by the description 
of the role of Congress . They concede that the CIA budget and 
program is subject to review and approval by special sub -committees 
of the House and Senate Appropriations Ccwimittoes and of the House 
and Senate Armed Services Committees. But this Congressional 
scrutiny is dismissed as Inadequate with the charge that those 
sub-committees "are controlled by the most conservative elements 
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in Congress, men who are close personally and philosophically 
to those who run the ’'Invisible Government . *' The authors go on 
to state the case for a Joint Congressional watch-<log committee, 
which is the one specific Institutional reform they have to 
propose. To date, the Congressional leadership has opposed 
this move on the ground that it would make it more difficult to 
maintain essential security , 

What will be the effect of this book beyond its influence 
on possible future debate regarding the need for a Congressional 
watch-dog committee? If it is widely accepted at its face value 
within the United States, it can only reduce public confidence 
in the intelligence services and make it more difficult for them 
to I'ecruit the able men and women wo shall need in the difficult 
days that lie ahead. The lurid descriptions of past events in 
Cuba, Vietnam, Laos, Iran, Guatemala, and Burma seem designed to 
prove that on the clandestine fronts of the Cold War the American 
is typically a reactionary, unscrupulous blunderer. The massive 
Soviet involvement in these situations is ignored, as is the 
nature of the hard choices that American statesmen had to face. 

The CIA should not and cannot rise to its own defense but there 
is enough evidence of selective bias to alert the careful reader. 

A representative example Is the chapter which purports to describe 
the desperate efforts of the Peace Corps to prevent itself from 
being infiltrated by CIA. The leaders of the Peace Corps are 
described as being so fearful that the CIA will disobey Presidential 
directives and attempt to infiltrate that they take the most 
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•l«bor»te precaution., in. l«pllcatlon 1. clear that the CM's 
Irreeponelbllltjr i. .ucb that these precaution, were nacenury. 
Only at the end ol the chapter yrlll the reader notice a brlel 
sentence adaltting that no Slagle case ol such attsapted 

il'tl’R'tion W&8 ©V9jT <HSCOV0Z*C<1 . 

A second effect of the book will be to expose for the first 
time certain individuals and organizations as having intelligence 
connections and thus sharply Increase their vulnerability to 
Soviet attack. A spokesman for the publishing firm, Randwn House, 
has been quoted as claiming that nothing was used that had not 
appeared in public print before. But in the first chapter, the 
authors boast that ’>much of the material has never been printed 
anywhere else before.-' They insist that they have stayed "within 
the bounds Of national security." They appear to have reserved 
to themselves the right to decide what those limits are. Such an 
attitude raises serious questions as to the responsibility of the 
journalist in a free society in a time of cold war. 

a«tati*-wr Of f ietml S&cmtB Act -widar thea«.> 4 wAhor»-.ea^ 

havvr-tmen tried and 

Pi^eveated. Such a law coun^ la »e4.<lesi«ri**e, imt in 

Aaerlcan journal aa «v©H-1*e«vler 
res ponoi)»ili<«y^ -t hea his Brltlek eouater^rt . 

By far the most damaging consequence of this book will be 
its exploitation abroad by the propaganda apparatus of the Soviet 
and Chinese regimes. The CIA has understandably been for a long 
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time a primary target of the Soviet KGB and everything from 
forgeries to full-length books have been inspired by the Soviet 
propagandists in their efforts to destroy the reputation of all 
American intelligence operations and undermine their effectiveness. 
The KGB technicians must find it hard to believe their good luck 
in finding so much useful ammunition between the covers of a 
book printed by a reputable American publisher and written by 
two u mil ilifLV p liLsiii iiniiTSiiirlf'-l-^ journalists. It will be reprinted 
and replayed from one end of the world to the other. It will be 
discreetly left by the Russian ambassador on the desk of the 
wavering neutralist premier and excerpts will be broadcast in 
every language from Swahili to Burmese. Because raich of this 
material has been printed before does not reduce the value to 
the Soviets of having it gathered in one volume and under swch 
genuine American auspices. 

Already ~ on 23 June - excerpts from the book that appeared 
in Look Magazine on 16 June were reprinted in Ig-.vestia and Kon 
somolskaya Pravda . TASS distributed the entire Look article to 
the Soviet provincial press on 24 June . Havana Radio on ^5 June 
quoted from this book in attacking the assignment of Alexis 
Johnson to Saigon on the ground that he is a conspiratorial 
member of the Special Group. The process is only beginning. 

The problem of balancing freedom and security has been an 
ancient dilemma for free and democi*atic states in their long 
struggle to survive against totalitarian aggressors. This book 
may serve to dramatize the problem but it does not provide any 
deep insight or nev/ solutions. It has been written not to 
enlighten but to shock and to Sell , 
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